Microsurgical renal transplantation techniques in small animals.
The laboratory rat has been widely used as a preclinical model of renal transplantation. Surgical anastomosis of the small lumenal structures encountered requires strict adherence to basic principles of microsurgical technique. Nonfatal technical errors may adversely affect renal allograft function and influence experimental results. Experience obtained from a series of more than 600 rat renal transplants is discussed.